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This book is composed of two parts. The first consists of four chapters treating
basic questions in the historical study of sex and gender. Each begins with the
ancient world and moves through the early middle ages. Chapter one empha-
sizes that all centuries had a varied language of sex.  In showing there was no
single under standing of gender and power relation ships, the second chapter
argues that the story of gender should encom pass more than the history of
power. Of special interest is the means by which “sex” was put into words, passed
from inarticulate ness to articulateness. Central is the vocabulary of the peni -
ten tials and canon law, studied in chapter three. This leads in the following
chapter to exami nation of the question of the forms of sexual imagina tion that
existed in the early middle ages.  Here and elsewhere, the argument is illus-
trated by examination of the literature, art, and sculpture of the period.

Part two turns to Peter Damian, especially his Epistle 31, the so-called Book of
Gomorrah. Chapter by chapter, the principle themes of this work are analyzed,
along with such questions as whether Damian represents the onset of “the per-
secuting society.” The chapters study Damian’s understanding of nature and
sins against nature. Chapter eight, on luxuria, contains numerous illustrations
from Romanesque sculpture, and the final chapter explores Damian’s sense of
the relation between demonic incite ment, lust, free will, and effeminacy, and his
notion that sodomy might be “situa tional.” 
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