English School Exercises
1420-1530

One of the basic tasks of boys in grammar schools in England up to the
1530s was to compose and study Latin sentences. Collections of such sen-
tences survive in manuscripts and printed books from the 1410s to the 1520s.
They can often be traced to particular schools or teachers, and provide a rich
source of evidence about education and society during the period.

All the exercises contain material in Latin and some in English. They
record vocabulary, spelling, and the conventions of writing prose and verse
in both languages. They show how schoolrooms worked, and how pupils
were stimulated and disciplined during lessons. They also reveal how late-
medieval Latin came to be superseded by “humanist” Latin in the years
around 1500.

Beyond the classroom, the sentences provide valuable information
about the contemporary world: information largely unknown to social and
cultural historians. References are made to the cycle of the year; to clergy,
worship, and calendar customs; to government, law, the economy, and the
Hundred Years War; and to everyday life, from families, food, and play to
epidemics and lawlessness. Numerous proverbs, maxims, and riddles record
the wisdom, morality, and ingenuity of those days.

This book contains an edition of eleven manuscript collections of exer-
cises and one printed collection. Together with four collections of the early
sixteenth century that have already been published, it makes available to
readers the vast majority of this genre of evidence. A general introduction
explains the nature and contents of the exercises, and there is a detailed intro-
duction to each text. Translations of Latin and Middle English are provided,
along with copious footnotes and an index listing all the topics of the exer-
cises.
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