
Warfare and Politics
in Medieval Germany, ca. 1000

The De diversitate temporum, written in the early eleventh century by
Alpert of Metz, is one of the indispensable contemporary accounts for
our understanding of the history of the Low Countries at the turn of
the first millennium. With a keen eye for detail, Alpert offers insight-
ful anecdotes about people from all walks of life, while at the same
time providing a regional perspective on the important political,
social, economic, and military affairs of the period.

Alpert was born and raised in the Diocese of Utrecht before
becoming a canon at Metz under Bishop Dietrich I (964–984). Later
in life, Alpert returned to Utrecht where he entered the abbey of St
Paul. Alpert’s brother Immo was a canon at Worms under Bishop Bur-
chard (1000–1025), and through the good offices of Immo, Alpert
gained a connection with Burchard, eventually dedicating De diversi-
tate to him. This translation includes both Alpert’s introductory letter
to Burchard and Burchard’s response to Alpert.

In addition to its significance for the history of the Low Coun-
tries, Alpert’s work provides considerable insight into the organiza-
tion of the German kingdom at a point of transition that was marked
by the end of the Ottonian dynasty with the death of Henry II in
1024.

This translation is based on the 1980 edition by Hans van Rij.
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To my wife Elyse,
with all my love

Translator’s Introduction | v

86918 lim1-38 int NB.pdf page 5 de 38, Ao?t 9, 2012 15:18:27



vi | margaret f. nims

86918 lim1-38 int NB.pdf page 6 de 38, Ao?t 9, 2012 15:18:27



Contents

Acknowledgements ix

Abbreviations xi

Map: The World of Alpert xii

Introduction xiii

On the Variety of Our Times

Prologue 3

Book One 8

Book Two 34

Genealogies 82
The Ottonian Dynasty 83

The Billung Dynasty 84

The Counts of Hamaland 85

Bibliography 86

Index 93

Translator’s Introduction | vii

86918 lim1-38 int NB.pdf page 7 de 38, Ao?t 9, 2012 15:18:28



viii | Contents

86918 lim1-38 int NB.pdf page 8 de 38, Ao?t 9, 2012 15:18:28



Acknowledgements

I have benefitted from some very helpful suggestions regarding diffi-
cult Latin passages in the De diversitate temporum from my colleagues
R. Scott Smith and Stephen Trzaskoma at the University of New
Hampshire, to whom I should like to express my warm thanks. I am
also grateful to the anonymous reader of the manuscript, whose astute
reading of both the translation and the introduction has worked
immeasurably to improve the volume. Special thanks are owed to
Mathew Gibson for his diligent copy-editing, for his helpful sugges-
tions in clarifying difficult points in the text, and for his painstaking
work on the genealogical tables. To my father Bernard S. Bachrach I
owe gratitude for valuable help regarding historical matters as well as
the readability of the text. All errors, naturally, are my own. My great-
est debt is to my wife Elyse, whose love and support make everything
possible. It is to her this book is dedicated.

86918 lim1-38 int NB.pdf page 9 de 38, Ao?t 9, 2012 15:18:28



x | margaret f. nims

86918 lim1-38 int NB.pdf page 10 de 38, Ao?t 9, 2012 15:18:28



Abbreviations

MGH Auct. Ant. Monumenta Germaniae Historica. Auctores
antiquissimi. Hanover: Hahn, 1887– .

MGH Libri Mem. NS Monumenta Germaniae Historica. Libri
Memoriales et Necrologia. Hanover: Hahn,
1983– .

MGH SS rer. Germ. Monumenta Germaniae Historica. Scrip-
tores rerum Germanicarum in usum schol-
arum separatim editi. Hanover: Hahn,
1871– .

MGH SS Monumenta Germaniae Historica. Scrip-
tores. Hanover: Hahn, 1826– .

Abbreviations | xi

86918 lim1-38 int NB.pdf page 11 de 38, Ao?t 9, 2012 15:18:28




